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character, went on to express in a few curt sentences views
which came close to my own, leading me to hold fast to my
opinion that it was still possible to hope for a recovery in the
German situation, even at a time when oUtward appearances
had long indicated that events were moving irresistibly in
the direction of another world war.

"We shall achieve nothing without a limitation of our
aims," he said. "A limitation, I mean, to something that we
can call, quite simply, a decent solution. The developments
of recent years have led us to a point at which youthful
heedlessness will no longer do. Revolutionary hysteria is not
Germany's line. We mustn't make the same mistake twice

over."

I cannot remember any more of this conversation in
detail. But I know Hammerstein voiced the opinion that it
was not enough to avoid the particular blunders which had
produced a vast coalition against Germany; we must also t
abandon any sort of extravagant political aims. Neither the
military nor the political errors of the world war could be
avoided merely by splitting up an ambitious plan of aggres-
sion into a number of isolated actions, on the ground that we
could win more easily by such means. Germany must
renounce all territorial ambitions, apart from reasonable
frontier rectifications. The future of the Reich lay in a
broad policy of alliances. Our activities must be political
rather than military. It was the duty of the military leaders
to resign themselves to an acknowledgment of the limita-
tions of military aims. If we aimed at military solutions for
problems which could only be settled by political action, we
should find ourselves once more in a tragic situation. Iso-
lated military solutions were often of no great difficulty.
Considered by themselves, there were many enterprises
which Icfoked like **dead certainties/* But it was impossible
to launch a single campaign with no other consideration
than whether or not it could be won. On the contrary, we
must ask ourselves into what chain of successive fttrther
campaigns we might be drawn if we placed military con-
siderations in the foreground*

The GeueraTs moderation, which seemed to me proof of
aii eminently mature intellect and balanced character, was